6 Steps to make the EU Democratic

The EU’s origins were as a diplomatic club. Now that it has evolved to become an organisation affecting the daily lives of hundreds of millions of people, it

needs to operate like a proper democracy.

Eurosceptics make many criticisms of the lack of democracy in the EU. So do we.

But unlike them we also propose positive solutions.
Here are 6 simple steps the Union should take to make itself more democratic.
1. The Council of Ministers should meet in public
The Council is the only legislature in Europe to meet in secret – it is ludicrous that in the twentyfirst century when our Ministers sit to make laws that affect us they should do so in private. It is a fundamental principle of democracy that people should be able to see and identify politicians making laws on their behalf.

2. The British Parliament should properly scrutinise the work of the Council of Ministers

Decisions are made by Ministers who are supposed to be accountable to the UK Parliament, but Parliamentary scrutiny is completely inadequate. Doing this would also promote more debate, and greater legitimacy for EU legislation.

3. Put the European Parliament at the heart of the Union

The Parliament is democratically elected and accountable, but at present some European laws are made without any reference to it. It is always seen as the ‘junior’ legislative Chamber. A strong and accountable European Parliament must be at the heart of a successful Union which has connected with its population.

4. The Commission should be properly accountable to the European Parliament

At present the Commission is an unelected body, a cross between a think-tank and an Executive. The Parliament should have power to elect the Commission President, and should hold it to account (in the same way as national Parliaments hold the Executive to account).
5. The Union should have an annual “Queen’s Speech’ setting out overall direction, and specific proposals
At present it is almost impossible to identify any coherence in the EU’s legislation & regulation. A proper annual work programme for the Parliament, Council and Commission should be set out, in a ‘State of the Union’ or ‘Queen’s Speech’.

6. The EU should set out its working arrangements properly in a Constitution

At present EU institutional arrangements are highly complicated and confusing, often failing to make clear which level of Government has responsibility for a particular policy area. This leads to all sorts of problems, including ‘euro-creep’, where slowly the EU takes over a policy are without it ever really being agreed. Let’s set this out properly and clearly.
