Going to Conference

· Participating in making policy

· Fringe meetings

· Campaigning training

· Meeting other people with similar roles

· Social events!

In the Conference Hall

· Full Papers & Motions from Federal Policy Committee (FPC)

· Speeches from Party spokesmen

· Motions from local parties

· Leader’s Speech

But don’t forget what happens outside the Hall too!

Current issues in Policy

· Torquay: Planning, IT, Europe

· Brighton: Social Care, Commerce, Animal Welfare (incl hunting), Macroeconomics, Energy, European Pre-Manifesto

· 2004: Sport, Childcare, Censorship, International Trade, Pensions, health, International Development, Pre-Manifesto

· 2005 & after: Trade Unions & Employment, Housing, Airports & Air Travel, Tax Reform
Getting your motion accepted

DO!

· Consult Cowley St Policy Unit!

· Choose something that takes party policy forward

· Choose something we can campaign on

· Propose a specific and viable course of action

Avoid major national policy issues – but make it an item of broader than local interest

· DON’T!

· Just repeat existing policy

· Make it too detailed – but it can be local, or even relatively obscure – e.g local cinemas, archaeology

· Just try to ban something!

· Propose motions on subjects which Working Groups are currently looking at

Writing a good motion

· Tells a story

Starts with context, facts, reasons for change

(
States relevant Liberal Democrat beliefs

(
Propose specific actions

· Short, clear sentences, in clear structure

· Look at previous motions (www.libdems.org.uk)

· Comprehensible

· Concisely written

· Does not contain excessive information points which could be made in a speech

· Is in order (it fits the definition of topical or emergency motion if it has been submitted as one)

· Covers a reasonably important and/or topical issue

· Covers a policy issues which conference has not debated recently

· Relates to a current campaign theme within the party

· Has been submitted by several organisation (showing it has broad support)

· Helps to make a diverse agenda (so we do not only debate different aspects of health policy all week for example)
A motion can fit all of these criteria and still not make it onto the final agenda due to lack of space. However as most motions submitted do not fit these criteria you will be able to give yourself a head start. If your motion is rejected a member of FCC will contact you to say why so you can revise it and send it back to the following conference.

Supporting Local Cinemas

Conference believes that cinemas are important for local community life.

Conference notes:

I The closure of many local cinemas across the country, the proliferation of multiplex venues and the increasing concentration of cinema ownership.

II That in the sale of cinema buildings Odeon has imposed restrictive covenants which prevents their future use as cinemas.

III The lack of venues screening international films, including films from the Indian sub-continent.

Conference is concerned that these trends restrict access to the cinema for many local communities, and limit the choice of films people are able to see.

Conference therefore calls on government at all levels to adopt strategies to protect and promote local and independent cinemas, with the aim of:

a) Facilitating the widest possible access to the cinema, including:

i) A diversity of cinema venues to ensure local choice and access for all, including isolated communities and those without ready access to transport.

ii) Providing platforms for a wider choice of films from around the world, with particular attention to Britain’s multicultural character.

b) Protecting local cinematic heritage.

Conference further calls for:

1. A review of fair-trading regulations with the aim of preventing the use of restrictive covenants in the cinema industry to remove competition.

2. A reform of planning guidelines to disallow any change of use of a cinema building without planning permission, as currently applies to theatres.

3. Local authorities to be allowed to provide rate relief to small local cinemas.

Benefits System

This Conference condemns the lack of action by the Labour Government to create a joined-up benefits system.

This Conference calls on the Government:

· To simplify the claims system

· To promote positively the uptake of benefits by those entitled, and

· To fund a network of welfare rights officers to promote benefits and assist applicants in claiming their entitlements.

Language Teaching

Conference:

1.
Is convinced of the importance of a wider knowledge of foreign languages, both in the interests of cultural literacy and the practical need for our trading future and international relationships.

2.
Deplores the present Government's decision to reduce the requirements to continue with languages in secondary education, despite the reducing number of students taking A level languages.

3.
Notes that this will largely negate the beneficial outcome from the promotion of language teaching at primary level and

4.
Declares that any future Liberal Democrat government would make it a high educational priority to promote language teaching at both primary and secondary levels so as to overcome our notable national shortcomings in this field of education.

Local Income Tax

Devon Liberal County Councillors call upon this Conference to:

1.
Note the damage to local democracy and natural justice resulting from Taxation Settlements imposed by centralised Governments which fail to recognise taxpayers ability to pay and remove the capacity of local authorities to respond to local service demands.

2.
Publicise the extent to which the burden of taxation has been transferred from central to locally collected taxation. The Hidden Central Control that gives lie to local democratic control principles.

3.
Exhorts Liberal Democrat Party Leaders and Officials to prepare an action campaign to evaluate, consult and publicise outcomes leasing towards making Local Income Tax the major policy change to which future election campaigns are directed.

